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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 146 


[Abstract:] Copy of the descriptive list of pattern coins struck at the Mint. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
July 6, 1887 


Sir. 


I hand to you a copy of the descriptive list of pattern coins struck in the Mint. 341 coins 
are described. 287 number some sets of coins, in which all the different denominations bear the 
same design, belong to one number. 


The list is numbered with red ink, for reference. I was directed to mark all hybrids or 
mules, and other peculiarities. I have been trying to get the correct meaning of the word “mule”, 
as understood by numismatists. 


The obverse or reverse of one coin or medal used in connection with the obverse or 
reverse of another, to strike an odd or unique piece. 


The obverse or revers of the mark of one artists combined with that of another artist for 
the purpose of making a unique coin is a mule. 


But if two artists are instructed by the proper authority to work a new design together, 
one, the obverse, and the other the reverse, the coin resulting would not be a “mule”. There are 
good many ways in which they can be made. It depends upon the object of the combination 
made. Under the above definition I do not think there are any mules in the list. 


There are a number of peculiarities that will point out by referring to the red numbers. 


Numbers, - 14, 24, 134, 251 & 283 were adopted and issued the same year. Nos. 50, 59, 
70,71, 73, 114, 119, 120 & 125, were issued the years following. 


Nos. 13 to 21 inclusive, consist of 3 obverse and 4 reverse, make 12 varieties. 

124 to 137 — 6 obverse & 5 reverse — make 14 varieties. The obverse of 231 appears to 
have 5 different reverses. Nos. 81, 82, 84 & 85. Were first struck in 1861, and restruck in 1862 & 
1863. 


Dr. Robt. C. Davis list as published in the “Coin Collector’s Journal”, consist of 479 
pieces. Only 341 pieces are described in my list. 


I do not know whether Dr. Davis has possession of all the pieces in the list or not. I am 
sorry that I am not able to give a fuller or more complete list. 


R.A. McClure 
Curator 


